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Abstract.
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Deliverable D12.1.1. (WP12.1)
This document accompanies the SEKT web site and mailing lists. Important features of the web
site, which consists of a public and a private part, as well as open issues are being described. A
brief overview summarizes the existing mailing lists available for SEKT and some subscription
details are presented. Both, web site and mailing lists, are up-and-running from the beginning of
the project and are subject to continuous improvement.
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Executive Summary

This document accompanies the SEKT web site and mailing lists. Important features of
the web site as well as open issues are being described. The web site is divided into
two parts, viz. the public web space which contains all kinds of information about the
project and the private web space which is accessible only for SEKT members and con-
tains project internal documents.

A brief overview summarizes the existing mailing lists available for SEKT and some
subscription details are presented.

Both, web site and mailing lists, are up-and-running from the beginning of the project
and are subject to continuous improvement.
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Chapter 1

Introduction

This document accompanies the SEKT web site and mailing lists. The aim of this task
12.1.1 in SEKT is on the one hand to present the project and related issues to the outside
world and on the other hand to support the internal communication and content exchange
among partners.

In chapter 2 we describe important features of the web site as well as open issues. The
web site is divided into two parts.

• Thepublic web spacewhich contains all kinds of information about the project

• Theprivate web spacewhich is accessible only for SEKT members and contains
project internal documents

In chapter 3 we give a brief overview of the existing mailing lists available for SEKT.
Furthermore some subscription details are presented.

Both, web site and mailing lists, are up-and-running from the beginning of the project
and are subject to continuous improvement. In chapter 4 we show open issues, briefly
sketch an envisioned solution and conclude with resulting next steps.
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Chapter 2

SEKT Web Site

The main objectives of the SEKT web site at its current stage of development is to publi-
cize the benefits of semantically-enabled knowledge management, to publicize the SEKT
project itself, to make available public domain SEKT deliverables and to serve as an
SEKT internal content management platform.

2.1 External Web Site

Figure 2.1 shows a screenshot of the SEKT site’s main page.

The current site is structured into three main parts (topics) each of which includes a
number of sub-pages with information related to the respective topic:

• Project Sites

• Research & Development Sites

• Information Sites

So far, the web site has had an average number of page views of about38 per day .

Project Sites

Project sites include a general overview on the project, the SEKT vision, a list of project
partners involved, as well as a depiction of the project structure.

Furthermore, a link to SEKT’s internal pages and content management system is pro-
vided. Note, that a login and password are required to enter the internal pages (see Section
2.2).

3



CHAPTER 2. SEKT WEB SITE 4

Figure 2.1: SEKT External Site

Research & Development Sites

In this section of the site the visitor is informed about topics related to research and de-
velopment going on in SEKT. So far, a description of relevant background technologies,
i.e. ontology and metadata technology, human language technology, and knowledge dis-
covery is provided.

Information Sites

In this section information sources related to SEKT are provided. These involve a facil-
ity to subscribe to the public SEKT newsletter, a collection of project-related web sites,
events co-organized by the project, and a member list of the SEKT advisory board.

Moreover, this is the location where (future) public domain deliverables and publica-
tions will be available.

2.2 Internal Web Site

SEKT’s internal web pages are intended to

• distribute project internal materials for project members,
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• publish confidential deliverables,

• collect presentations, minutes, and additional material from meetings.

SEKT’s internal pages are based on the ZOPE1 content management system. ZOPE
is an open source application server for building content management systems, sharing
documents in intranets, portals, and custom applications.

In order to access the internal pages it is necessary to obtain an account (username
and password), that must be provided when entering the internal pages as shown in Fig-
ure 2.2. Requests for setting up an account may be sent by email to Thomas Gabel
(tga@aifb.uni-karlsruhe.de ).

Figure 2.2: Entry to the Internal Pages

Figure 2.3 shows the current state of the internal pages and of some of the docu-
ments available for all project members. For example, the agenda for the first quarterly
review in Ljubljana (29/30 March 2004) can be found atMeetings/SEKT Review
Q1 2004/SEKT Q1 Agenda.doc .

Here, members may

• proceed to the SEKT mailing list site (cf. Chapter 3)

1http://www.zope.org
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• enter the ZOPE file management system to add content, e.g. to add files to a specific
folder (see below),

• use the upload manager to upload files (see below),

• download specific documents by clicking on them.

Figure 2.3: SEKT Internal Pages

Using the ZOPE File Management System

The ZOPE file management system provides project members with rich functionalities
to add new content and to modify existing content. For example, it is possible to add
or delete files as well as to edit HTML documents. To enter the ZOPE file management
system one may use the corresponding link on the internal pages (cf. Figure 2.3 or directly
go tohttp://sekt.semanticweb.org/private/manage .
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Figure 2.4 shows the interface of the ZOPE file management system, which contains
an overview of the folder structure on the left hand side, the contents of the selected folder
in the right, and an (opened) drop-down list from which certain elements to be added may
be chosen (e.g. choose “File” to upload a file).

24.3.2004 14http://sekt.semanticweb.org/
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Figure 2.4: Interface of the ZOPE File Management System

Upload Manager

The upload manager (see Figure 2.5) mentioned provides a facility to easily upload doc-
uments to a desired destination folder, which is probably easier to handle than the ZOPE
file management system.

The upload manager’s form requests you to choose the destination folder (to which the
respective file shall be uploaded), to select the file on your local machine, and to provide a
descriptive title for it. Please, also check the corresponding check box, if the file exceeds
the size of 100kb.
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Figure 2.5: Upload Manager

FTP Access

When intending to share a larger number of documents, it is cumbersome to upload each
file individually (e.g. by using the upload manager or the ZOPE file management system).
Therefore, it is also possible to access the SEKT internal pages via FTP. Use the following
connection parameters:

• Host: aifbapollo.aifb.uni-karlsruhe.de/projects/sekt/

• Port:8021

• Login/Password: your login and password for the SEKT internal web pages

• Passive Mode: yes (required!)



Chapter 3

SEKT Mailing Lists

3.1 Overview

Several mailing lists related to the SEKT project are available – each one targeting a dif-
ferent audience and having different goals. The lists cover audiences from SEKT internal
project members such as ’working lists’ per technical work package to facilitate commu-
nication on a technical level as well as an overall mailing list for all partners and also a
news list for external partners who are interested to be informed about recent advances.
A brief description of each list as well as the respective number of currently subscribed
members (as per 23th of March, 2004) is given by table 3.1.

Name Members Description
sekt 70 The general SEKT mailing list.
sekt-br 25 For PMB and TMB representatives.
sekt-ab 33 For the advisory board.
sekt-wp1 9 Lists for technical work packages.
sekt-wp2 12
sekt-wp3 12
sekt-wp4 8
sekt-wp5 8
sekt-wp6 9
sekt-wp10 15 For the legal case study.
sekt-case 23 For case studies and methodology.
sekt-news 17 For public news about SEKT. A quarterly newsletter

will be send to all members of this list.

Table 3.1: SEKT Mailing Lists

9
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3.2 Subscription

Subscribing to any of the mailing lists mentioned in table 3.1 is straightforward:

• Go to the web sitehttp://www.aifb.uni-karlsruhe.de/mailman
/listinfo/ 〈LIST-NAME〉.

• Fill out the subscription form by entering your email address and the password you
would like to use.

• After pressing thesubscribebutton you will receive an email requesting your con-
firmation.

• Once you have confirmed, the subscription request has to be approved by the list
moderator, who will inform you about her decision via email.

Alternatively, subscriptions to sekt-news can also be performed by visiting the SEKT
web sitehttp://sekt.semanticweb.org/ . The link News, which can be found
in the Informationsection leads to a short description of the SEKT newsletter and a link
to the above mentioned subscription form.



Chapter 4

Conclusion

4.1 Open Issues

The SEKT web site was operational from the very beginning of the project. The core
mailing list was running even before the project started to provide a platform during the
proposal preparation. Further lists were created according to a well-defined discussion
process. They now are up and running and cover all currently foreseen requirements for
mailing lists.

However, since the project is moving from the very early into productive stages, the
web site offers room for improvement into different directions.

• Firstly, the navigational structure so far fitted well to the existing content. As the
project is moving on, further requirements quite naturally occur and need to be
reflected in the design and implementation of the portal. Primarily this includes the
top level navigation structure, but also some extended functionalities (such as e.g.
the following one).

• Secondly, being a very prominent project in the Semantic Web area, the aim is
to providesemantically annotatedcontent. During the course of the project the
developed SEKT technologies might be used also at the web site (as a show case).
However, being at the very beginning of the project, we suggest to re-use, adapt
and extend technology which was developed for the OntoWeb thematic network
(seehttp://www.ontoweb.org ) in a continuous effort [SSV+01b, SSV+01a,
MSSV02, HSVS03, HS04].

We will now briefly introduce the implemented OntoWeb approach which is based on
the SEAL conceptual architecture for SEmantic portALs.

11
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4.2 The Seal Approach in OntoWeb

4.2.1 The Core SEAL Approach

SEAL (cf. [MSS+02]), the AIFB conceptual architecture for building Semantic Portals,
has been developed to use ontologies as key elements for managing community web sites
and web portals. The ontology supports queries to multiple sources, but beyond that it also
includes the intensive use of the schema information itself allowing for automatic gener-
ation of navigational views1 and mixed ontology and content-based presentation. The
core idea of SEAL is that Semantic Portals for a community of users that contributeand
consume information [SAD+00] require web site managementand web information in-
tegration. In order to reduce engineering and maintenance efforts SEAL uses an ontology
for semantic integration of existing data sources as well as for web site management and
presentation to the outside world. SEAL exploits the ontology to offer mechanisms for
acquiring, structuring and sharing information by means of semantic annotations [HS02]
between human and/or machine agents. Thus, SEAL combines the advantages of the two
worlds briefly sketched above.

4.2.2 SEAL in OntoWeb

The approach in OntoWeb enhances the core SEAL approach with a sophisticated frame-
work for integrating knowledgeand shows how this approach can be applied onexisting
portals. Besides, it provides the ability to set up a veryscalable infrastructurewhich can
bedistributed and interconnectedacross the web with other participants.

Generally, the approach consists of several conceptual layers which are presented in
figure 4.1. Thehttp://www.ontoweb.org portal is implemented on top of ZOPE2,
i.e. the same baseline technology is used as for the internal SEKT website.

The depicted layers can be seen as knowledge workflows from the bottom, viz. inte-
gration, towards the top, viz. the final visualization of knowledge e.g. in a web browser.

• The Knowledge Integrationlayer holds a set of modules, each module being able
to handle a specific information source. For instance, the database module handles
in- and output requests to specific databases.

• The Knowledge Processinglayer, creates content instances and provides a set of
knowledge processing methods, e.g. publishing workflows.

• The representation of knowledge is handled in theKnowledge Representationlayer

1Examples are navigation hierarchies that appear ashas- part -trees orhas- subtopic trees in the
ontology.

2seehttp://www.zope.org
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Figure 4.1: Building blocks of our Semantic Portal framework

by using ontologies and associated knowledge representation languages such as
RDF(S) or OWL ([BG04, SWM04]).

• The next layer is theKnowledge Organisationlayer which provides methods for in-
dexing and search functionalities. item Finally, theKnowledge Accesslayer defines
methods for presenting content in different output formats and defines interaction
interfaces.

4.3 Conclusion

We will proceed to improve the services provided by the web site and the mailing lists.
Next steps include the proposal of a new navigational structure and the development of a
migration plan to move from the current web site to a ’semantically enriched’ web site.
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